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State Tobacco Control Cell Assam organized workshop on tobacco control State Tobacco Control Cell

Assam organized a workshop on tobacco control in collaboration with The Union (International Union

Against Tuberculosis and Lung Disease) on Tuesday
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CORRESPONDENT BISWANATH CHARIALI: State Tobacco Control Cell Assam organized a workshop on

tobacco control in collaboration with The Union (International Union Against Tuberculosis and Lung

Disease) on Tuesday at the conference hall of the office of the Deputy Commissioner, Biswanath. The

Superintendent of Police of Biswanath, Rajen Singh was present as the chief guest while the resource

persons were Dr Arundhati Deka, deputy director-cum-State Nodal Officer, NTCP, Assam and Dr

Sunanda Tamuly, DNO, Sonitpur. They explained about cessation of tobacco as well as COTPA Act,

2003 and about the burden of tobacco. Other participants were multi-stakeholders of various

departments like health, educational institutions, NGO and police.
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Assam Northeast’s Anti Tobacco Conversations aims at creating awareness around cancer

By Madhushree Chakrabarty

May 13, 2022, 18:48 Pm

In recent years, certain areas of Assam and its neighbouring North-East states have witnessed a

sudden surge of cancer cases among different communities. One of the most prevalent reasons is the

widespread consumption of tobacco, betel nuts, and betel leaves and substance abuse on a

day-to-day basis by the locals. The need of the hour is to go to the grassroots level and change the

perception of tobacco usage among the users. As a brand that is synonymous with bringing accurate

and vital news to its viewers, News18 Assam-Northeast has taken it upon itself to highlight this

concerning issue and pave the road to find a suitable way out of it. In line with this, the channel is

educating the people about the long-lasting negative effects of tobacco consumption and other

substance abuse through their month-long programme, Anti Tobacco Conversations, which will be

aired every Saturday at 2:30 PM, till May 31.

Through this initiative, the News18 Assam-Northeast will dive deep into the leading causes of cancer

and bring to the fore how certain lifestyle changes can keep the dreaded disease at bay. Experts’

panels comprising of medical experts, scientists and survivors will discuss the right diet, exercises,

mindfulness and techniques to self-detect certain types of cancers. This will help people not to allow

any sort of alleviation of the deadly disease but detect it early on to improve the survival rate.

The initiative, Anti Tobacco Conversations, will conclude on May 31, 2022, on Anti-Tobacco Day and

will encourage viewers to consider the day as a new beginning towards a healthier and cancer-free

living. 
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Assam: Study identifies 97 points of sale of tobacco products near schools, colleges

by NE NOW NEWSMarch 15, 2021 5:20 pm

A study conducted by the Consumers’ Legal Protection Forum (CLPF) has identified 97 points of sale

of tobacco products within a hundred yards of educational institutions in Assam.

The findings of the study titled “Big Tobacco: Tiny Targets” were released by CLPF secretary Ajoy

Hazarika during a sensitization workshop organized by CLPF in collaboration with Consumer VOICE in

Dibrugarh on Monday.

The study based on vending of tobacco products was conducted in Guwahati, Jorhat and Dibrugarh

recently.

The study identified a total of 885 points of sale selling tobacco products within a hundred yards of

educational institutes in India, including 97 in Assam.

In Assam, 36.08 per cent points of sale had tobacco products of Philip Morris International, 4.12 per

cent points of sale had British American Tobacco products and 93.81 per cent points of sale had

products of Imperial Tobacco Company of India Limited, which is the most popular among the Indian

Companies.

While 95.88 per cent points of sale displayed tobacco products at the eye level of a child (about 1

meter high), 72.16 per cent displayed cigarettes in a way that concealed mandated health warning

labels.

Also read: New cancer cases in Northeast to reach 57,131 by 2025: ICMR-NCDIR report

Again, 90.72 per cent points of sale displayed cigarettes near candies and sweets to attract children

and 85.57 per cent sold single stick cigarettes.

Gayatri Gogoi, assistant professor of the Assam Medical College and Hospital said, ‘Municipalities

should provide licenses only to shops that exclusively sell tobacco products so that children are not

exposed to them in general stores.”

Vendors should only get licenses to sell such products in locations that are not within the proximity

of educational institutions.

Municipal bodies should also follow the advisories issued by the health ministry and ministry of

housing and urban poverty alleviation to develop mechanisms for licensing tobacco vendors.
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Assam Govt Bans Tobacco Containing Products

The Assam government on Tuesday imposed a complete ban for a year on the sale, manufacture,

storage, distribution, transportation and display of gutka, pan masala and chewing materials

containing tobacco and nicotine.

The ban has been exercised in the state under Clause (A) of Sub-Section 2 of Section 30 of the Food

Safety & Security Act, 2006 and the regulations of 2, 3 and 4 of the Food Safety & Standards

(Prohibitions and Restrictions on Sales) Regulations 2011 of the Food Safety & Standards Act.

As per reports, the ban is an extension of the imposed prohibition on the materials containing

tobacco and nicotine since November 22nd 2019 (Notification Vide No.FSC.12/2013/979).

Call for special Covid cess on tobacco products in Assam | Guwahati News - Times of India

(indiatimes.com)

Call for special Covid cess on tobacco products in Assam

Read more at:
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/76299153.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&
utm_campaign=cppst

GUWAHATI: Public health groups, along with doctors and econo ..

Read more at:
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/76299153.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&
utm_campaign=cppst

Extensive drive undertaken to enforce COTPA, 2003 in Lakhimpur - Sentinelassam

Extensive drive undertaken to enforce COTPA, 2003 in Lakhimpur The Lakhimpur
District Tobacco Control Cell has appealed to the people of the district to strictly
adhere to the provisions of the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products Act, 2003
(COTPA, 2003) for the greater interest of the public and individual health.

In this connection, Dr. Jagadish Goswami, the Nodal Officer, on behalf of the
Lakhimpur District Tobacco Control Cell, stated in a press release that smoking leads
to disease and disability and harms nearly every organ of the body. "Smoking causes
cancer, heart disease, stroke, lung diseases, diabetes, and chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease (COPD), which includes emphysema and chronic bronchitis.
Smoking also increases risk for tuberculosis, certain eye diseases, and problems of
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the immune system, including rheumatoid arthritis. Similarly, chewing tobacco, which
is also known as smokeless tobacco or spitting tobacco, that includes khaini, pan
masala, gutkha causes oral cancer, such as cancer of the mouth, throat, cheek,
gums, lips or tongue esophagus cancer and pancreas cancer. It can increase risks
for early delivery and stillbirth when used during pregnancy. It also increases the risk
for death from heart disease and stroke," stated the press release.
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