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Tobacco Endgame in New Zealand and Australia and
Its Implications for Korea
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'Korea Center for Tobacco Control Research and Education, Seoul, Graduate School of Public Health, Yonsei
University, Seoul, Korea

New Zealand and Australia have pledged to end tobacco use by reducing adult cigarette
smoking to 5% or less by 2025 and 2030, respectively. New Zealand declared the tobacco
endgame in 2011 by strengthening its tobacco control policy over the past decade despite
achieving its goal of ending tobacco by 2025. Moreover, the “Action Plan for Smoke-free
Aoteaora 2025” was announced in 2021, including introducing very low-nicotine cigarettes,
reducing tobacco retail outlets, and adopting tobacco-free generation. In contrast, a more
intensive tobacco control policy is needed to declare the tobacco endgame in Korea because
of the significant difference between the “readiness factor” for tobacco endgame and the
current smoking rate and tobacco control policies. As political and public support for the
tobacco endgame is essential, regular advocacy meeting with health experts, the government,
the National Assembly, the media, and the Korean Society for Research on Nicotine and
Tobacco is necessary to spread the necessity of the tobacco endgame. As in New Zealand, the
introduction of tobacco endgame will be followed by strong opposition from the tobacco
industry. Organizational and systematic preparations are also needed to monitor the tobacco
industry's activities and effectively respond to their strategies.
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Table 1. Milestones in New Zealand tobacco control.

Year Tobacco control effort

1963 - TV & Radio advertising banned
1974 - First health warnings
1985 - First substanital tax increase
1990 + Most indoor workplaces smokefree
- <16 years sales banned
- Advertising banned
1995 - Tobacco sponsorship ended
1995 - Quitline launched
1999 + First subsided NRT
2004 - Bars & restaurants smokefree
2008 - Pictorial health warnings

Source: Richard Edwards. (2022, June 24). Progress and lessons learned on the
road to a Smokefree Aotearoa/New Zealand 2025 [Conference presentation].
KSRNT 2022 Conference. Seoul. Republic of Korea.
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