World No Tobacco Day, 2023
The Union GROW FOOD, NOT TOBACCO
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Tobacco is cultivated in an area of 4,31,146 Hectares in India!

It is known to be the most erosive crop, causing a loss of 45 kg of topsoil per acre per year.
In comparison, the cotton crop loses 7.5 kg of topsoil, grapes lose 11 kg and groundnut loses 12.5 kg.

If the fertile land of the country, which is currently under tobacco farming, is used for the cultivation of
%5 alternative crops, every year, we can grow additional:
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Or Or
3,62,16,264 7,58,386 14,43,908 1,03,47,504 15,12,029 12,11,089
Tonnes of Tonnes of Tonnes of Tonnes of Tonnes of Tonnes of
Sugarcane Groundnut Maize Potato Wheat Rice
Tobacco Growing State Area under Tobacco (in Hectares) SN BRI LGOI G
the same land
Gujarat 1,62,263 5,69,056 Tonnes of Wheat
Karnataka 95,479 2,76,412 Tonnes of Cereals
Andhra Pradesh 84,838 1,06,896 Tonnes of Gram
Uttar Pradesh 35,046 31,261 Tonnes of Pulses
West Bengal 15,150 22,089 Tonnes of Mustard
Bihar 10,266 28,837 Tonnes of Rice
*
A Comparfson Of Net Returns Per Rupee 2.91 1.  Government of India, Economic Survey 2022-23, Statistical Appendix
. 2. https://eands.dacnet.nic.in/PDF/Agricultural%20Statistics%20at%20a%20
Invested on different crops )67 - Glance%20-%202021%20(English%20version).pdf

3.  Nayak N. Alternatives to Flue Cured Virginia Tobacco Cultivation:
Preliminary Observations from a Tobacco Growing Region In India. Current
Agriculture Research Journal. 2015 Jun 1;3(1):26.
https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-no-tobacco-day/2023/top-50-
tobacco-growing-countries

For more information, please contact:
The Union South East Asia Office, New Delhi

C-6, Qutub Institutional Area
New Delhi 110016
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